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This piece was written for the 2018 Atlantic Music Festival 

 

{5,3} 

 

In one movement, ca. 5’ 

Composed by Diego Rocha 

2018 

 

Flute (doubling piccolo) 

B♭ Clarinet (doubling bass clarinet) 

Violin 

Cello 

Percussion (marimba, splash cymbal, woodblocks, triangle and tam-tam) 

Piano 
 
The ensemble should be loosely assembled as pairs (flute & clarinet, violin & cello, and 
percussion & piano), though with all the pairs still altogether quite close to each other. 
 
All normal (round) note-heads in the percussion part indicate marimba. All other 
instruments are notated with different note heads and have specific staff placement. 
There is also text above any part where they are to be played noting the instrument. 
 
Accidentals apply throughout the bar they appear, but do not apply at the octave. 
 
Program note: 
{5,3} is the Schläfli symbol for a regular dodecahedron, indicating that it is comprised 
of pentagons with three meeting at every vertex. Likewise, this piece comprises three 
voices that overlap and meet each other throughout in a fugue-like fashion with a 
subject and two counter-subjects derived from a single tone row. However, the three-
dimensional aspect of the dodecahedron is important: in more standard serial 
procedure, one is effectively always moving forward through the row, with little 
allowance for movement in other directions. This is akin to a dodecagon, where one 
can only circle linearly around it, going around the same corners every time.  
 
A dodecahedron, though, allows for new connections to be made and for the 
observer to see the shape from infinite perspectives. This row (and piece) emphasizes 
connections between notes that are not directly next to each other, many making 
interlocking pairs of tritones so that each note’s partner is obstructed by another. The 
goal then, is to expose this row to the listener from a variety of musical angles, so that 
they can hear its multiple facets. 
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3

3

3

3

3

5 6

3

3

3

wood block

con sord.

tam-tam hard choke










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78

83

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.



 


  





 





 





 











 



 


 



 

 






 













 













 


 




   





   

 













 





  

 

  












 


 

 






 






 

   

 
 






 




 


 




 


 

 





  

  
  




















 

    




 
 

 

 
 































3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

3
4







  



 



 

 

 





 





 











 









 





  





















 































  

  

 

 



















  



 

 





 













 

 



 





















 











3

3 3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

senza sord.

pizz.

arco

To Clarinet

 















 

 
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87

91

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.






























 








 







 










  
 







 

  

 

  











 



















 

  



 

  










  




 


   

 
 


 



 



  


  

 




   





 



























  

  
 



   


 





























2
4

3
4

2
4

2
4

3
4

3
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

2
4

2
4

3
4

3
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

2
4

2
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

5
4

5
4

4
4

4
4

4
4





  

 

 







 



 













 



























 

  

 

 













   




 

 



 




 

   



 

  







 

































 











3

3 3 3 3

3

3 3

3










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93

95

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.

   



 



 

 










 





  

  











  




 







 


 



 








 




 


 

 








  
 



  


 



   



   

  

  


 



 

 
 



 
 



























     









 


















     







 







 


 



 


 



 





 

 
 

 




 








 









 



 
 



 




































 

 



 



 





























 



   

  





 



















 







 





  






 


 

















 


























 

3 5

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3






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98

103

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.




























 





 

 





 




 

 













 





 





 







 











































 









 



 




  








  






























 





 

 


















 

  






 















 













 





 

 
 
















 

 

 




 

  






 



































2
4

2
4

2
4

3
4

3
4

3
4

2
4

2
4

3
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

3
4

3
4

4
4

3
4

2
4

2
4

3
4

3
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4



  



  



 

  

 

















  

 

 









 

 











  





 











 











 

 

  













 





  

  

 


 


 













 















 









 




















































3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

pizz. arco























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108

111

Fl.

B♭ Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Perc.

Pno.
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